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October  24, 1983 

Don Ryan 

ARCO Metals  Company 

ARCO Aluminum  

Columbia  Falls  Plant  

P.O. Box 10 

Columbia  Falls,  MT 59912 

Dear  Don: 

BAR 

Thank  you for  meeting  with  me on Friday  October  22. As always,  the  

Department  appreciates  you and others  taking  the time  to meet with  us. 

The purpose  of this  letter  is  to let  you know of the Department's  

decision  regarding  what action  to take  as a result  of the October  20, 1983 

letter  from your  office  which  demonstrates  a violation  of the fluoride  

emission  standard  for  your  facility.  You will  recall  that  the letter  showed 

a violation  of fluoride  emission  standards  (2,6  lb  of F/ton  of Al produced)  

for  the month of August,  1983, The Department  concurs  that  a violation  did  

occur  during  the quarter.  

The matter  was discussed  with  John Bartlett  and as mentioned  to you 

before,  it  was felt  that  civil  or criminal  penalties  were not appropriate  

for  this  instance.  Requesting  ARCO to appear  before  the Board of Health  and 

Environmental  Sciences  was also  considered  not appropriate.  It  was our 

decision  to continue  to enforce  the standard  through  voluntary  compliance  

and warnings  as opposed to a Notice  of Violation.  

The Department  concludes  that  there  is  no need for  a formal  Notice  of 

Violation.  We do want to stress,  however,  the importance  the Department  
places  on meeting  the emission  standards  applicable  to the ARCO facility.  
Should  ARCO violate  the emission  or ambient  standards  in  the near future,  
the  Department  will  take  more serious  actions  available  under  the Montana 
Clean  Air  Act.  

Thank  you .again  for  the meeting.  We look  forward  to working  with  you 
in  the future.  If  you have any questions  about  this  letter,  please  write  or 
give  me a call.  

mcs: R. W. Simmons 

C. F. Hosmer 

B. A. Hindin  

R. A. Sneddon 

T. F. Payne 

L. W. Smith  

A. J. Canavan 

K. G. Reick  

Sincerely,  

t  
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Hal  Robbins,  Chief  

Air  Quality  Bureau 
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